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Good morning friends.  It’s great to praise, worship, and fellowship with you this morning.  Praise the Lord that it’s cooler in here than it was last Sunday.  Our Mexico Work & Witness team is on their final leg home – after having constructed a home for a family, complete with built-in beds and curtains.

This small home is built on a cement slab, is fully sheet-rocked, plastered, and painted inside and out, roofed, has nice windows with screens, a locking front door, kitchen cabinets, an outside bathroom, and running water nearby.  If you’ve never been part of a short-term trip before – let me encourage you to pray about going next year – giving up a week of your life to make a huge difference in the life of a family.  What a practical way to be the hands and feet of Christ, and to live out the Gospel.
As we dig into EXODUS 15 we’ll encounter the first song recorded in the Bible – a song most often referred to as Moses’ Song, which celebrated God successfully taking the Israelites across the Reed Sea, and commemorates God’s judgment on the Egyptians for pursuing them when God had commanded them over and over again to let the Israelites go.  Moses’ Song has four verses and various Bible translations divide them up differently.  The NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE divides the song up this way:  Verse 1 / vv. 1-5, Verse 2 / vv. 6-10, Verse 3 / vv. 11-13, and Verse 4 / vv. 14-18. 
As we open God’s Word this morning I want to share with you something I heard pastor Tim Keller of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in Manhattan, New York say in a podcasted teaching this past week.  Important words.  Here’s what Keller said …
“Every single week we’re looking at the story-arc of the whole Bible.  We’re understanding that the Bible is not so much a collection of little stories about how to live our lives – but it’s a single story that tells us what’s wrong with the world, what God has done in Jesus Christ to put it right, and how history will turn out in the end.”

I want us to keep this reality Keller speaks of in mind, not only today, but each Sunday as we gather together, and each time we open up God’s Word throughout the week, wherever we might be, in our homes, at work, or when we’re on vacation, and whether we’re reading God’s Word from an actual, printed Bible, reading it online, or listening to an MP3 of it being read or taught.  Can you commit to adopting this attitude and perspective Kelly spells out here?  Great!
What a long night it had been for Moses.  I invite you to picture Moses with me, standing on the shore of the Reed Sea, directing traffic as 2.5M Jews crossed over to the other side on dry land.  In GENESIS 22:17 God had promised Abraham that He would make his descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky or as the grains of sand on the sea shore.  And while the Jews often repeated this promise to one another, as a way to keep their spirits up during rough times, I have a feeling that on that night, watching 2.5 million of his closest Jewish relatives pass through the Reed Sea on dry land, Moses finally believed that God’s promise had come to pass.

I see Moses taking up the rear, falling in behind the last Jews in the Exodus swarm.  And as Moses finally steps up onto the shore of the other side of the Reed Sea, and while Pharaoh and the Egyptian army are out in the middle of the Reed Sea I see Moses raising his staff one more time, and the water crashing down onto the Egyptians.  What an exhausting chapter of Moses’ life this had been – from the time God met with him at the Burning Bush in EXODUS 3 and asked him to lead the Jews out of slavery in Egypt, to the crossing of the Reed Sea.  Okay, now EXODUS 15:1-5 …
EXODUS 15:1-5 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 Then Moses and the sons of Israel sang this song to the LORD, and said, “I will sing to the LORD, for He is highly exalted; the horse and its rider He has hurled into the sea.

2 “The LORD is my strength and song, and He has become my salvation; this is my God, and I will praise Him; my father’s God, and I will extol Him.
3 “The LORD is a warrior; the LORD is His name.
4 “Pharaoh’s chariots and his army He has cast into the sea; and the choicest of his officers are drowned in the Reed Sea.
5 “The deeps cover them; they went down into the depths like a stone.
I don’t think this song just spontaneously came to Moses as he opened his mouth.  I have a feeling he was writing it in his mind all through the night … rehearsing it over and over again in his mind, figuring out the words, and the tune, and the rhythm.  I don’t know about you, but I’m anxious to hear this song sung in heaven!  I hope it’s not a waltz.  And on that night, when the time was just right, and the Jews had been delivered from the Egyptians, I like picturing Moses singing it and teaching it to His people.  And it’s here that I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON …
FAITH LESSON 1
God loves receiving gifts of praise and worship from His children – and maturing followers of Jesus Christ learn how to live in this attitude of praise.
Notice here in v. 1 that Moses is singing this song TO GOD, not to his brother Aaron, and not to his sister Miriam, but TO GOD HIMSELF.  And Moses is praising God because God has so clearly done what Moses and the Children of Israel couldn’t have done on their own.
I love v. 2 where Moses sings that God is his strength and his song.  Friends, God wants to live in us in such a way, and God calls us to surrender to Him in such a way, that God is making a difference in our PRIVATE, INNER SELF (God’s strength inside of us), and also in our PUBLIC, OUTER SELF (God’s song pouring out of us).  And the beauty of this work God desires to do, is that as we surrender to God, He brings these two parts together, the INNER and the OUTER, the PUBLIC and the PRIVATE, and forms them into one.

 

Moses’ words in v. 2 … and He has become my salvation are so powerful and true because in singing these beautiful words, Moses recognizes and proclaims the fact that NONE OF US CAN EVER SAVE OURSELVES … but that God alone is the root, the well-spring, the beginning and the end, and the source of our salvation.
Israel was weak, and had no strength in and of herself – and she was certainly no match for Pharaoh’s military.  And what was true of Israel in 1,300 BC is true of you and me in 2012.  On our own we have no strength and no ability to rescue and save ourselves.  But man, do we ever try to save ourselves!  Before surrendering to God, we try filling the God-shaped space inside of us with every sort of counterfeit to God …  desperately trying to find our IDENTITY and our PURPOSE outside of God.  But sin and temptation are too much for us.  

Gang, when human strength comes out against God’s people, God meets it with His omnipotence, which is a theological word that describes God’s authority, strength, influence, and supremacy.  And when we see God’s strength, we realize how weak we are, and we become poor in spirit.  And from that position of brokenness and surrender we can really start to grow up in our relationship with God.  Like Nazi concentration camp survivor, Corrie ten Boom wrote in her book The Hiding Place …
“You will never realize that the LORD is all you need, until the LORD is all you have.”
 

When God is all we have because we’ve forsaken all else to follow Him, it’s then that God puts a new song in our hearts; and in fact, it’s then that God Himself actually becomes our song.  I love what Jesus’ half-brother James writes about this in his letter found near the end of The New Testament …
JAMES 5:13 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

13 Anyone who is having troubles should pray.  Anyone who is happy should sing praises.
I don’t know how long it’s been since you’ve spent time reading through The Old Testament book of PSALMS, but you don’t have to get very far into its 150 chapters before finding various versions of the words, I will sing praise to the Lord, over and over and over again.

God calls us to live our lives with a perspective, a focus, and a recognition of the reality that GOD IS GOD AND THAT WE’RE NOT, and that it’s God’s PROVISION, God’s PROTECTION, and God’s INVOLVEMENT in our lives that makes all the difference … because God knows that only when we adopt this perspective will we start becoming thankful, happy people who will sing praises to Him while we’re working, and while we’re at play, in our homes and in our cars.

Moses’ Song isn’t only the FIRST SONG RECORDED IN GOD’S WORD, it’s also the LAST SONG RECORDED IN GOD’S WORD.  We see it again in REVELATION 15:1-4, being sung by the people who’ve gone through a different kind of exodus and deliverance, as Christians who’ve been raptured out of earth and are standing on the shores of a place in heaven called The Crystal Sea.  We also see parts of Moses’ Song repeated in PSALM 118 and in ISAIAH 12, each time emphasizing that God calls His people not just to sing praises FOR HIM, or ABOUT HIM, but TO HIM.  Do you see it the importance God is placing on this song that celebrates Him as our Deliverer, our Redeemer, our Savior, our Strength, our Song, and our Defender?
God wants to remind us this morning of what He’s saved us from in the past, what He’s saving us from right now in the present, and what He’s saving us to in the future.  And then from that place of gratitude and remembrance, God wants to help us live life with an attitude of praise and worship – thanking Him for what He’s done, what He’ doing, and what He has yet to do in our lives … in us and through us.

v. 2 … and He has become my salvation … Let’s take a minute to tell one another what God has saved us from [past], what God is saving us from [present], and what God is saving us to [future].
God didn’t just deliver the Israelites from the influence of Isis, and Osiris, and all the other Egyptian gods He defeated during the NINE PLAGUES.  God took the Israelites out of one way of living because He longed to teach them a new way to live, a new way to look at problems and solve problems, a new way to move through tragedy and loss, a new way to be human.  And this is God’s heart for you and me today.  He is our God and we are His creation.  God loves us and He longs to begin and continue on with His transforming work of redemption in us.  But like I said last Sunday, God has led us to the places we’re at right now, to show us who He is.  And God wants to do more in our lives than just deliver us from one of the “gods” of Egypt.  GOD WANTS TO TAKE YOU AND ME OUT OF EGYPT, AND OUT OF BONDAGE TO SIN.  Here’s how the Apostle Paul writes about this truth in COLOSSIANS 1:13-14 …

COLOSSIANS 1:13-14 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)
13-14 God has freed us from the power of darkness, and He brought us into the kingdom of His dear Son.  The Son paid for our sins.
Let’s read Verse 2 of Moses’ Song in EXODUS 15:6-10 …

 EXODUS 15:6-10 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)
6 “Your right hand, O LORD, is majestic in power, Your right hand, O LORD, shatters the enemy.
7 “And in the greatness of Your excellence You overthrow those who rise up against You; You send forth Your burning anger, and it consumes them as chaff.
8 “At the blast of Your nostrils the waters were piled up, the flowing waters stood up like a heap; the deeps were congealed in the heart of the sea.
9 “The enemy said, ‘I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil; my desire shall be gratified against them; I will draw out my sword, my hand will destroy them.’
10 “You blew with Your wind, the sea covered them; they sank like lead in the mighty waters.
Throughout God’s Word, the right hand of God most often represents God’s skill and power.  Last Sunday I used the word ANTHROPOMORPHISM, which means APPLYING A PHYSICAL, HUMAN CHARACTERISTIC OR DESCRIPTION TO SOMETHING CLEARLY NOT HUMAN.  Authors do this when they have an animal talk or cry.  And God does this in this Bible when He, for instance writes about “trees clapping their hands” in ISAIAH 55:12, or about the “The sea seeing God and quaking” in PSALM 77:17.  So when Moses sings about the right hand of God here and in over 50 other places throughout the Bible, he’s using ANTHROPOMORPHIC language to help us see and relate to this God we know and serve (cf., PSALM 45:4; 48:10; 77:10; 110:1; HABAKKUK 2:16; EPHESIANS 1:20 …).
Before we go on to Verse 3, of Moses’ Song in vv. 11-13, I want to stop and focus for a moment on the APPARENT CONTRADICTION between THE GOD OF COMPASSION AND LOVE and THE GOD OF JUDGMENT AND WAR that we so often see juxtaposed to one another, and that we’re called by God to somehow try to hold in balance with each other throughout God’s Word.
In Verse 2 of Moses’ Song, Moses clearly tells us that God is a God of judgment and war … but in FIRST JOHN 4:8 the Apostle John tells us that God is love.  A contradiction?  Yes, on a NATURAL LEVEL of how we often try to process and understand things.  But on a SPIRITUAL LEVEL there’s no contradiction because while God is indeed love, we live in a world that is fallen, and broken by sin, and which in so many ways is anything but lovely.  And God continues to wage war on these fallen, sinful forces of our world just as surely as He waged war on Pharaoh throughout the NINE PLAGUES, during the night of the PASSOVER, and now here at the Reed Sea.
Gang, LISTEN TO ME … as God’s followers in the world today, you and I are called into this paradox as well.  On one hand we’re called to love everyone with the strong, agape love of God that only God can give to us and pour through us.  And on the other hand we’re called to stand with strength and boldness against the things of this world that break God’s heart because of the way they tear apart the redemptive relationship and fellowship God longs to have with His creation … and we’re called to PRAY FORCEFULLY AND SPECIFICALLY AGAINST the spiritual forces seeking to deceive, defile, and destroy us and everyone else.  
· HUSBANDS AND WIVES, did you do battle in prayer for your spouse today?  Did you pray passionately that the forces of the enemy would not gain a stronghold in their lives?

· PARENTS, are you doing what Job did in JOB 1:5, as he energetically prayed, sacrificed, and interceded for each of his children before the day began, that “they might not sin against the LORD”?  Are you earnestly praying for your children, asking God that they discerningly step around the traps and temptations the enemy wants to use to distract them from God, and destroy them spiritually?  And grandparents, aunts, and uncles, you can do this same thing.
Listen to what the Apostle James writes about this kind of two-dimensional focus God calls you and me to as His followers in JAMES 5:16 …

 JAMES 4:16 (PARAPHRASED)
16 The earnest, heartfelt, and ongoing prayer of people living right with God, makes tremendous, dynamic power available – a power from God that is without a doubt something to be reckoned with.
The question is, “Are we actively, fervently, passionately opening the door to God and inviting Him to come in?”  When we pray, “Oh Lord, help the world be nicer” … we’re not praying a prayer that is specific, dynamic, or earnest.  And this kind of praying doesn’t make much impact.  Yes, God is loving, but God is also a God of judgment.  But God is also a gentleman, and He doesn’t force His way into any situation, but will always wait for an invitation (REVELATION 3:20).  And here’s our SECOND FAITH LESSON …
FAITH LESSON 2
God calls His followers to love people and the world with compassion.  But God also calls His followers to pray for people and for the world with earnest, dynamic, specific prayers.
The Jews had been disconnected from God for a long time – and now they were learning what God was like … they were learning the reality of the Bible’s redemptive story-arc Tim Keller spoke of earlier.  And now, as they were journeying out of Egypt and toward the land God had told Abraham would be their home, they’re beginning their journey back to God.
The Jews were learning that their God wasn’t like any of the gods they’d been surrounded by and that some of them had tried worshiping back in Egypt.  And because of this reality they were learning that their one, true God had the right to have exclusive access to their HEARTS, to their AFFECTIONS, to their TIME, to their EMOTIONS, to their FAITH, to their MINDS, and to their PRIORITIES – in the same way that God has the right to these important parts of who you are, and who I am.
As we go on in the EXODUS story, we’ll see Israel forgot this important, exclusive claim God has on their lives … but let’s learn from their mistakes and failings, and remain more consistent and intentional in our acknowledgment of the twin-truths Jesus Christ and the Apostle Paul spoke of when they said …

JOHN 15:5; PHILIPPIANS 4:13 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)


5 [Jesus said] Apart from Me, you can do nothing.

13 [the Apostle Paul wrote], Through Christ I can do all things.

Okay, let’s read Verse 3 of Moses’ Song in EXODUS 15:11-13 …
EXODUS 15:11-13 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

11 “Who is like You among the gods, O LORD?  Who is like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in praises, working wonders?
12 “You stretched out Your right hand, the earth swallowed them.
13 “In Your lovingkindness You have led the people whom You have redeemed; in Your strength You have guided them to Your holy habitation.
The Hebrew word translated lovingkindness in v. 13 is checed (חסד) – and it means goodness, kindness, and faithfulness.  Checed is used about 250 times in The Old Testament, and it always speaks of and illustrates God’s loyal, faithful love, while at the same time it nearly always emphasizes the idea of a belonging together of those involved in the love relationship.
In The Old Testament book of HOSEA, we see the word checed used to describe God’s faithful love for His unfaithful people the Jews.  A man named Hosea had been asked by God to marry a prostitute named Gomer, and he did.  After Hosea and Gomer settled down and had a couple of kids, Gomer decided to go back to her old job.  Of course, Hosea was heartbroken, and he wasn’t sure he could take his bride back.  But when God told Hosea to go out and find Gomer and bring her back to their home, Hosea found out God doesn’t ask us to do things He’s unwilling to help us do.
So Hosea, once again, did what God asked him to do.  And Hosea’s life and his choices, and God’s unwillingness to give up on Gomer became an incredible, indelible, undeniable picture for all time, of God’s incredible love … an illustration of the truth that even when we’re unfaithful, God always searches us out and wants to brings us back … because the redemptive story-arc, is the most central plot-point from GENESIS to REVELATION.  Verse 4 of Moses’ Song is found in EXODUS 15:14-18, and we hear in Moses’ own words, a reminder that some people will hear God’s plans and be afraid.
EXODUS 15:14-18 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

14 “The peoples have heard, they tremble; anguish has gripped the inhabitants of Philistia.
15 “Then the chiefs of Edom were dismayed; the leaders of Moab, trembling grips them; all the inhabitants of Canaan have melted away.
16 “Terror and dread fall upon them; by the greatness of Your arm they are motionless as stone; how until Your people pass over, 
O LORD, until the people pass over whom You have purchased.
17 “You will bring them and plant them in the mountain of Your inheritance, the place, O LORD, which You have made for Your dwelling, the sanctuary, O LORD, which Your hands have established.
18 “The LORD shall reign forever and ever.”
Whenever God works on our behalf, whether it’s as our Redeemer, or when God brings a miracle or a healing to us … or when God shows Himself to be our PROVIDER … whenever God answers our prayers, it’s a testimony to us, to those who love us, to those standing in opposition to us, and to those who are standing with us, but in opposition to God.  I love how the Apostle Peter writes of this in FIRST PETER 5:11 …

FIRST PETER 5:11 (THE MESSAGE)
11 He [God] gets the last word; oh yes, He does.

After walking across the Reed Sea on dry land, the Jews believed that God loved them and had a wonderful plan for their life … but their hearts didn’t stay surrendered to God very long.  And as good and true as this Moses’ Song is, it would have been a whole lot better if it would have been sung by Moses and the Israelites BEFORE God parted the Reed Sea – BEFORE they were rescued by God.
If you’re here this morning and you’re boxed into a canyon … if there doesn’t seem to be any way out … if like the Jews, you, metaphorically have your back to the Reed Sea, and the enemy is coming against you — THIS IS YOUR MOMENT … RIGHT NOW IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY FOR SPIRITUAL GREATNESS.  Because once the Reed Sea parts — once your financial crisis is over, once your health is restored, once that broken relationship is repaired — you’ll no longer have this opportunity for GREATNESS before you.  Then you can be GRATEFUL — but only now you can be GREAT.
Think with me for a minute to ACTS 16, when Paul and Silas were arrested in the city of Philippi, and everything was looking darker than it had ever looked before.  And in that dark jail cell, Paul and Silas chose to sing songs of praise.  And Paul and Silas’ choice to sing songs of praise in the middle of their crisis, so engaged the hearts and the minds of their fellow prisoners, that even when their Redeemer God caused an earthquake, and even when the prison doors flew off their hinges, their fellow prisoners chose to stay in prison with Paul and Silas rather than run away and be free.  Why?  Because they knew that if they ran away, they’d still be in spiritual bondage – and they wanted to know the spiritual freedom that Paul and Silas were singing about. And I see a THIRD FAITH LESSON for us here …
FAITH LESSON 3
If you’re in a dungeon spiritually, physically, emotionally, economically, or relationally, you have a unique opportunity to choose GREATNESS by your choice to give God praise before God brings your deliverance.

Once this experience is over, you’ll never have this exact same opportunity again.  And whether your story becomes one of MEDIOCRITY, or one of GREATNESS, all depends on what you do before the Reed Sea parts and God’s deliverance comes.  And in vv. 19-21 Miriam, Moses and Aaron’s sister, comes back into the picture …
EXODUS 15:19-21 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)
19 For the horses of Pharaoh with his chariots and his horsemen went into the sea, and the LORD brought back the waters of the sea on them, but the sons of Israel walked on dry land through the midst of the sea.
20 Miriam the prophetess, Aaron’s sister, took the timbrel in her hand, and all the women went out after her with timbrels and with dancing.
21 Miriam answered them, “Sing to the LORD, for He is highly exalted; the horse and his rider He has hurled into the sea.”
We don’t know for sure how many sisters Moses and Aaron had, but NUMBERS 26:59 indicates there was only one.  And we know that Miriam was older, at least than Moses, because she’s probably the sister talked about in EXODUS 2:14 where we read that Moses’ older sister watched him floating in his little basket in the Nile River.  And when the basket and baby Moses were found by the Egyptian Princess, Miriam was the one who come out from the bulrushes and negotiated that Moses’ own mother, Jochebed be hired to nurse him and raise him.  Nice going Miriam.
Miriam was a prophetess.  The gift of prophecy is used infrequently to foretell the future, but it is used frequently TO CALL GOD’S PEOPLE BACK TO THE GOD-PATH THEY’VE LEFT.  I love seeing Miriam and the rest of these Jewish women take timbrels (tambourines) and do a dance re-mix of the song Moses had just taught them.  Unfortunately, I know of some Christian churches that don’t allow women to participate at all in any kind of worship leading.  And I believe that would be an impossible position to defend Biblically, because right here we see Miriam both singing to the congregation and playing an instrument.  And in EXODUS 15:22-25 we see an amazing miracle …

EXODUS 15:22-25 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

22 Then Moses led Israel from the Reed Sea, and they went out into the wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the

wilderness and found no water.
23 When they came to Marah, they could not drink the waters of Marah, for they were bitter; therefore it was named Marah.
24 So the people grumbled at Moses, saying, “What shall we drink?” 
25 Then he cried out to the LORD, and the LORD showed him a tree; and he threw it into the waters, and the waters became sweet.  There He made for them a statute and regulation, and there He tested them. 
When people travel they usually try to keep clean drinking water within reach.  But when Moses led the Children of Israel out of Egypt and toward the Promise Land through the wilderness of Shur, they traveled outside the major trade routes, and away from a readily available water source.  Doctors tell us three days is the maximum time the human body can go without water, so this trip out into the desert, without water, was getting serious.  What a bummer to finally come to water, only to then find out that it wasn’t fit to drink.
Some biologists and botanists teach that by following God’s direction and throwing this tree into the water – the chemicals in the sap of the tree drew the mineral content of the water down to the bottom of the pond, and left the good water on the top.  But however this miracle happened, it clearly came from the hand of God, and God can perform a miracle any way He wants to.  But for me, the simplest explanation of how a miracle happens is probably how it happened.
The Hebrew word grumble in v. 24, is luwn (לון ) and it’s translated as complain or murmur in other translations.  It’s the first time the word, complain is used in the Bible, but believe me, it won’t be the last.

EXODUS 15:26-27 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

26 And He said, “ If you will give earnest heed to the voice of the LORD your God, and do what is right in His sight, and give ear to His commandments, and keep all His statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you which I have put on the Egyptians; for I, the LORD, am your healer.”
27 Then they came to Elim where there were twelve springs of water and seventy date palms, and they camped there beside the waters.
  
My wife Teresa graduated with a BS in Biology from George Fox in 1978, and then became a Medical Technologist and worked at OSHU in the early 1980s.  Yes, I married a mad scientist!  When we were first married I found a book she’d used in a GFU class written by Dr. S.I. McMillen called None of These Diseases.

I was fascinated at how McMillen clearly explained in this book how the laws and commandments God gave to Israel had a direct impact of their health.  Practices like quarantine, washing things in running water, and eating kosher made a real medical difference in keeping Israel free from many of the diseases the people living around them suffered from.  How beautiful for the Israelites to discover that God was not only their strong redeemer, but also their healer.

Obedience to God means we’re at peace with God – and it’s in this place of peace where we’re no longer in bondage to much of the worry and anxiety of life – and as you know, stress-reduction is a huge game-changer when it comes to our overall health.  And so the Children of Israel stayed at this rest stop called Elim, where there was plenty of water and a little bit of shade – but with 2.5 million people, they must have taken shifts sitting under those seventy palm trees!
This past week I was wondering about the significance of these twelve springs of water and these seventy date palm trees at Elim.  I was searching for numerical and typological significance, when all of a sudden it hit me how obvious it was.  There were twelve springs of water, because there were twelve tribes of Israel.  And there were seventy date palm trees because seventy families was the number of families from the household of Jacob, who’d originally come into Egypt, 400 years before.  Gang, God is good at math and so leading the Children of Israel to Elim, God was once again showing His perfect provision for His people.
And this is the same God you and I are worshiping and serving today.  Our God of provision, redemption, salvation, healing, miracles, and deliverance.  Let’s turn our lives, our worries, our fears, our very selves over to Him.  For this is why we are here on this earth in the first place – to worship Him and serve Him with all of our hearts and minds.  Blessed be the Word of the Lord.
Next Sunday we’ll take a break from our study of EXODUS because I have some other things on my heart that I want to share with you … ABOUT HOW TO LIVE OUT OUR MISSION WITH THE CULTURAL PECULIARITIES OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST.  And then Teresa and I will be out of town for two weeks, celebrating our 30th wedding anniversary.  But when I return, on Sunday, 9 September, we’ll dig back into EXODUS 16, and we'll learn about manna and see water from the rock, as the Lord makes provision for the grumbling, murmuring, groaning, complaining Israelites as He demonstrates His mercy and love.
NEXT SUNDAY … GREGG LAMM WILL TEACH ON HOW TO LIVE OUT OUR MISSION WITHIN THE CULTURAL PECULIARITIES OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST.
INVITE SOMEONE WHO DOESN’T YET HAVE A CHURCH HOME, OR WHO IS NOT YET IN A RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST AND THEN COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING!
ALSO, JOIN GREGG AND OTHERS AT THE CHURCH OFFICE THURSDAY MORNING AT 6:00 A.M. FOR DEVOTIONS. 
